
How to use fiber optic termination tools
There are a number of commonly used tools that are utilized to terminate a fiber optic cable with a connector. Below are 
illustrations of how each of these tools is used.

The fiber optic jacket stripper 
(FJS-3) is used to remove the 
fiber optic cable outer jacket.

The Kevlar shears (86-12SF) are 
used to trim back the Kevlar 
strength member commonly 
found in breakout fiber cable.

The fiber optic stripper strips the 
buffer coating that protects the fiber. 
A number of strippers are available 
for various fiber sizes.

The fiber optic cleaver (CC-125) is 
used to trim the glass fiber 
accurately. A cleanly cleaved fiber is 
essential for optimum performance.
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Keep fiber cables clean to maintain performance

STEP 1 STEP 2

It is critically important for fiber optic connectors to be free of dust and dirt to maintain optimum performance. A simple and 
effective way to do this is to clean the ends of your fiber optic cables often when they are disconnected, as illustrated.

Cleaning 
window

Fiber tip

www.L-com.com/Videos/A05

Softly press fiber tip in cleaning window using a  
figure 8 motion.

Repeat 3 times, inspecting fiber tip for cleanliness.

Online Video

Using a CORELINK mechanical splice

•  Strip and 
cleave fibers to 
be joined to 
specification

•  Clean fibers 
with an alcohol 
soaked lint 

•  Insert the spreader 
keys

•  Turn 90° downward 
to open the splice 
jaws

•  Insert the prepared 

STEP 1 STEP 2

What are alignment sleeves?
The alignment sleeve is the most critical component of a fiber optic adapter. Bronze sleeves are more 
durable but the precision is not as good as ceramic. Ceramic ferrules offer a more precise alignment, 
but they are somewhat less durable. Bronze alignment sleeves are commonly used in multimode 
applications where precision alignment is not as critical.

Cavity for alignment sleeve

CERAMIC BRONZE

•Better alignment 
•More expensive

•Better durability 
•Less expensive

When do you use Plenum 
In building construction the space used for air circulation (heating and air conditioning) is called the plenum. This space is also 
commonly used to route communications cable.This poses a serious hazard in the event of fire due to lack of barriers to contain 
the smoke and flames.This is why various fire codes and the National Electrical Code (NEC) require the use of fire resistant and 
low smoke producing cable in these areas. This type of cable is called plenum cable and is coated with a fire retardant coating 


